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TIGHTEM MAIL CENSORSHIP IH HUNGABY 


SF^^RE CENSORSHIP BEGUN 1 AUGUST -- Munich, Hungaria, 1 Sep 50 

Since 19^7 j foreign mail arriving in the country has been censored at 
Budapest <, Ernest Gero, then Minister of Communications, organized censor- 
ship of the mails in the early days of Communist control. Since November 

^censorship has been under the supervision of the State Security Au- 
thorlt^y. Up to the present, only 25 or 30 percent of the mail was opened; 
packages were examined primarily for nylon stockings, coffee, tea, and -o- 

Toward the end of 19 m 8, the censorship unit imported Instnaments from 
Moscow and Eastern Germany for examining mail by shining light through let- 
ters, for opening and reeealing letters without leaving traces, and for making 
photostatic copies of suspicious letters. 

Until August of this year, on.ly letters arriving for 1,500 to 1,600 ad- 
dresees and the US moll was strictly censored, A file was prepared of those 
who carry on foreign correspondence. This file is supervised by Paul Aran- 
former Journalist, On 1 August, the censorship offices at Vienna, 
Szorabathely, and Budapest were augmented with L50.50O officers, so that to- 
day every letter is opened and every card is read, 

bince 7 Au^st, Hungarians have been arrested in connection with the 

anfparf/ Salzb^g, Linz, Innsbruck, Munich, Zurich, 

and Parle. Most of those arrested were of the former middle class. 


SOVIETS EXAMIBE FOREIGH MAIL -- Hew York, Amerikai Magyar Hang, 14 Aug 50 

bv “/™sary and the West thus far has been censored 

A? Security Authority) at the Budapest Post Off.ces Humbers 

62 and 72. The censorship was not general , 
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Foreign ceneor<?hlp has nov been taken ov^r by the USSR Counterintelligence 
in Hungaryo Their headquarters is located at Sziorabathely and censorship is in 
charge of Col -Julian KunoVo 

All letters arriving in Hungary from the West are sent to Szombathely, 
vhere mail in censored without leaving any visible marks on the envelope or on 
its contents. Suspicious letters are photographed. The new censorship system 
has already netted, several victims. 


-END- 





